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ODCCW Mission Statement 
To promote among our Catholic women a greater devotion to Christ and the Church, 

as we share the Blessed Mother's role of bringing others to Christ 
through spirituality, leadership, and service.
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Orange Diocese Council of Catholic Women (ODCCW)

Christ Cathedral - Pastoral Center

13280 Chapman Avenue, Garden Grove, CA, 92840

https://www.ocdccw.org

The month of October on a Catholic Calendar is
filled with richness and the recognition of many
saints - Saint Francis of Assisi, Saint Faustina
Kowalska, Saint John XXIII, Saint Hedwig, Saint Paul
of the Cross, Saints Simon and Jude to name some. 
(continued on next page)

Love is a fruit in season at all times,
and within reach of every hand.

Mother Teresa
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In addition, we acknowledge Our Lady of the Rosary and the Holy Guardian Angels. Let us
thank God together for giving us faithful men and women we can learn from and Guardian
Angels who protect us. God cares deeply about humanity, and I am so grateful we have
each other to grow with in faith and friendship. 

Please bring a friend or two to our monthly gatherings. I look forward to all of us being
together on October 17 at Saint Martin De Porres in Yorba Linda. 

Blessings, friends.

Janine Meckler
ODCCW President
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Congratulations to our 2023-2024 Board of Directors!
Thank you for your leadership and dedication to our ministry.



OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY
By Dr. Ida Pennella, PhD

As we celebrate the feast of
Our Lady of the Rosary this
month, let us ponder for a
moment some of her most
notable blessings.
   
“Saint Pius V established this
feast [Our Lady of the
Rosary] in 1573. The purpose                                                   

Our Lady of Lourdes
first appeared to
Bernadette Soubirous
on February 11, 1858 and
was followed by 17
more apparitions. On
March 25, Mary said
these words to
Bernadette: “I am the
Immaculate 

was to thank God for the victory of Christians over
the Turks at Lepanto—a victory attributed to the
praying of the rosary. Clement XI extended the
feast to the universal Church in 1716.”                                                    

Possibly the most famous apparition is that of Our
Lady of Fatima in Portugal who appeared “to
three young Portuguese shepherds, Lucia Santos,
and her cousins Jacinta and Francisco Marto” on
May 13, 1917. Most talked about and visited shrine
because of the “three secrets” revealed to Lucia. 

Conception.” The Immaculate Conception is the
Patron Saint of the United States and the
solemnity is celebrated on December 8. Even
before Mary’s apparition, Pope Pius IX proclaimed
the dogma of the Immaculate Conception on
December 8, 1854.
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Secret #1: on July 13, 1917
she saw a vision of hell with
flames and demons. Secret
#2: she prophesied that
World War I would end but
that another war would
follow during the reign of
Pope Pius XI The became
known as World War II. The
second part of the secret 

that “Russia be consecrated to the Immaculate
Heart of Mary”. Secret #3: on January 3, 1944, the
third secret was sealed until it was published on
June 26, 2000 by Cardinal Angelo Sodano who
said that the "20th Century persecution of
Christians culminated in the failed Pope John Paul
II assassination attempt on May 13, 1981, the 64th
anniversary of the first apparition of Our Lady of
Fatima”. Following the attempt on his life, Pope
John Paul II consecrated the world to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary and composed a
prayer called "Act of Entrustment", read on June
7, 1981. In 2002 Pope John Paul II concentrated
the world to Divine Mercy.



OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY
By Dr. Ida Pennella, PhD
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https://www.franciscanmedia.org/our-lady-of-lourdes/ 
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/our-lady-of-the-rosary/
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/docume
nts/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20000626_message-fatima_en.html

Sources:
1.

2.
3.

The Patron of the Orange Diocese, Our Lady of Guadalupe, appeared to
an old Mexican man while on his way to an early morning Mass. He was
later given the name of Juan Diego. He tried several times to tell the
Bishop of the apparition and he was never believed, until Our Lady filled
his robe with beautiful fresh roses to drop at the feet of the Bishop.

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/our-lady-of-lourdes/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/our-lady-of-the-rosary/
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20000626_message-fatima_en.html


REFLECTION FROM
POPE FRANCIS

FROM ST FRANCIS OF
ASSISI CATHOLIC

COMMUNITY

“Brothers and Sisters, the power of Jesus is love. Jesus gives us the power to love in this way,
which for us seems superhuman. This ability, though, cannot be merely the result of our own
efforts: it is primarily the fruit of God’s grace. A grace that must be implored insistently: ‘Jesus,
you who love me, teach me to love like you. Jesus, you who forgive me, teach me to forgive like
you. Send your Spirit, the Spirit of love, upon me.’ Let us ask for this grace. So often we bring our
requests before the Lord, but what is essential for us as Christians is to know how to love as
Christ loves. His greatest gift is the ability to love, and that is what we receive when we make
room for the Lord in prayer, when we welcome his presence in his transforming word and in the
revolutionary humility of his broken Bread. Thus, slowly, the walls that harden our hearts tumble,
and we find our joy in carrying out works of mercy towards everyone.”
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MESSAGE FROM
MAGNIFICAT

Dear Friends,

October is the month of the rosary—a
wonderful time to make it a daily habit if you
have not yet done so, or to renew your
commitment to it if it has become routine. The
power of this prayer lies in its simplicity. It
makes meditation on the mysteries of our
salvation accessible to all, however wise,
learned, or simple. At the same time, it brings
us into Mary’s loving presence—and so before
the face of her Son—when we pray it with
love and attention, doing our best to
remember that we are in conversation with
our Mother. I hope you experience every
blessing of this wonderful prayer that we can
all too easily take for granted.

In Jesus and Mary,

Rev. Sebastian White, O.P.
Editor-in-Chief

Novena Prayer to Our Lady of the Milk
Grotto

https://stfrancisnewtonparish.com/novena-prayer-to-our-lady-of-the-milk/
https://stfrancisnewtonparish.com/novena-prayer-to-our-lady-of-the-milk/


NCCW ROSARY CALL
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Please join the National Council of Catholic Women in praying the rosary
together by phone. The Rosary Call will take place on the 13th of each

month at 4:30 PM (PT). All are welcome. Please join in.
Free Conference Call Number: (202) 926-1107 - Access Code: 703993

For many who attended the 2023 convention in Salt Lake City, Utah it seems like it was just
yesterday that we were heading back home after a wonderful experience filled with challenges,

laughter, friendship and a sense of renewed hope in our faith journey. If you missed this past
convention, please watch for a summary in the next Catholic Women Magazine and mark your

calendar for the 2024 convention in Oklahoma City August 13-17. Please note the change in dates.
 

The overall arching theme for the next 2 years is: Women on a Journey – Sharing our Stories. The
reason for this theme is simply that we do not share enough of our stories about our councils. Many
times, I have heard that we are the best kept secret in our church. Council sisters, we need not be

shy but in deep humility we need to share our stories of the mission of NCCW. We are called to
support, empower, and educate all Catholic Women in spirituality, leadership, and service. So, let’s

share these stories.

NEWS FROM...
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October General Gathering
Tuesday, October 17, 2023 | 9am-12pm
St. Martin de Porres Catholic Church

19767 Yorba Linda Blvd, Yorba Linda, CA 92886

Speaker: Elizabeth Herdershot from WISEPlace
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ODCCW EVENTS
Register for our events at https://ocdccw.org

November General Gathering
Tuesday, November 14, 2023 | 9am-12pm

Our Lady Queen of Angels Catholic Church
2046 Mar Vista Drive, Newport Beach, CA 92660

*NOTE: This month’s General Gathering is on the second Tuesday
of the month due to the Thanksgiving holiday.

https://www.google.com/maps/search/19767+Yorba+Linda+Blvd.,Yorba+Linda?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/19767+Yorba+Linda+Blvd.,Yorba+Linda?entry=gmail&source=g
https://ocdccw.org/

