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ODCCW Mission Statement 

To promote among our Catholic women a greater devotion to Christ and the Church, 
as we share the Blessed Mother's role of bringing others to Christ 

through spirituality, leadership, and service.

M A Y  2 0 2 5  N E W S L E T T E R

Orange Diocese Council of Catholic Women (ODCCW)

Christ Cathedral - Pastoral Center

13280 Chapman Avenue, Garden Grove, CA, 92840

https://www.ocdccw.org

“Go out to all the world and tell the Good News.”
Mark 16:15
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APRIL GENERAL GATHERING RECAP
Gail Lefebvre

ODCCW Recording Secretary

On Tuesday, April 8, 2025, the ODCCW members attended a General Gathering
Meeting at St. Columban Parish in Garden Grove. 

Following registration, the ladies of St. Columban had prepared and served a nicely
displayed breakfast for the attendees consisting of muffins, rolls, fresh fruit, and yogurt.
Coffee, tea, and water were provided. Some of the attendees had attended the 8:30
am Mass.

ODCCW President Inez Moss started the meeting with an Opening Prayer, Salute to the
Cross, and Salute to the U.S. flag. Pat Martin then read a prayer.
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Following breakfast, President Inez Moss introduced Fr. Juan Navarro as our guest
speaker. His topic was “New Life in Christ”. Some of the points Fr. Juan covered were:
Imposition of Ashes, Prayer, Fasting, and Almsgiving. His talk was relevant to the Lenten
season. After his talk, he offered Questions and Answers and said a grace blessing for
lunch.

Following Fr. Juan’s talk, photos were taken of the current ODCCW President (Inez Moss)
and 5 past presidents who attended the general meeting.

Lunch was served at 11:00 am to 12 noon. The St. Columban ladies provided a delicious
lunch of assorted sandwiches and several salads. Cookies were provided for dessert. 

The 50/50 drawing was conducted with 2 winners.

The meeting was concluded with a closing prayer.
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OUR BELOVED POPE FRANCIS
Janine Meckler

ODCCW Past President

In the April Fragments Newsletter, I wrote an excerpt about
attending a variety of Catholic Churches either in person or
via the internet, taking a Pilgrimage of sorts during Lent to
one or more Catholic Churches. For Easter Sunday Mass, my
family and I attended Our Lady Queen of Angels Catholic
Church, my home church. It was beautifully decorated with
gorgeous flowers and overflowing with people. There was a
particular emphasis this Easter on singing Alleluia over and
over again. The joy of the Resurrection of Jesus was
palpable. 

I continued that joy by entering into the octave of Easter
when I rose early Monday morning for 6:30am Mass. My 

usual routine is a drive in the car at about 6:00am for coffee on my way to Mass while listening to
the Catholic Channel on Sirius XM Radio. I was utterly stunned to learn very quickly about the
passing of our Beloved Pope Francis. My heart sank as I began to cry for the earthly loss of a soul
that loves and loves and loves The Lord and people so much and who exuded such joy in his eyes,
smile, and actions. Pope Francis lived the Gospel. Yes, Pope Francis lived the Gospel! Alleluia! I
admire his simplicity, humility, mercy, commitment to the poor, marginalized, immigrants, unborn,
and the elderly. Pope Francis embraced people through their eyes and life’s circumstances. Pope
Francis reminds us to go and do likewise just as Jesus taught. 

The next time you or I attend Mass or enter a Catholic Church we can pray for Pope Francis’ soul
and seek his intercession to guide us from that Catholic Church building to go out to the people
with God’s great love. I pray to recall Pope Francis’ love for all mankind, especially those who are
marginalized, poor, immigrants seeking refuge and to thank God for giving us Pope Francis as our
Papa for 12 years. Pope Francis will be laid to rest at the Basilica of Saint Mary Major where his
favorite icon of Mary and Jesus reside. He had a special devotion and closeness to Mary the Mother
of God. He sat with that icon before leaving on Pilgrimages and upon returning from those
Pilgrimages. Thank you, Pope Francis, for the life of your earthly Pilgrimage. Thank you. May you rest
in God’s Peace, Papa Francisco. 

Janine Meckler
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