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ODCCW Mission Statement 

To promote among our Catholic women a greater devotion to Christ and the Church, 
as we share the Blessed Mother's role of bringing others to Christ 

through spirituality, leadership, and service.
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https://www.ocdccw.org

“I am the resurrection

and the life; whoever

believes in me, even if

he dies, will live, and

everyone who lives

and believes in me will

never die.“

John 11:25-26
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MESSAGE FROM ODCCW’S PRESIDENT-ELECT
Carol Palmer

Be sure and mark your calendar for our 50th Anniversary Celebration and Conference on May 19
at Christ Cathedral. Our keynote speaker, Annette Hills, is sure to inspire us. We are also
expecting our special guest, Bishop Kevin Vann, to dazzle us with his musical abilities. Don’t miss
out, register now!
 
Wishing you a blessed Easter filled with faith, peace, and the joy of Christ's resurrection.

Yours in Christ,

Carol

Dear Sisters,

Happy Easter to you all! Christ is risen, He is risen indeed! Please join us in April at Santa Clara
de Asis at our baby shower to assist The Life Center in Santa Ana. See the flyer in this issue of
Fragments for details. 

We are still accepting nominations for our upcoming elections.
See the form in this issue of Fragments. Feel free to call or
text me if you have any questions. I can be reached at 714-
616-4709. Remember, many hands make light work. Get
involved, we need you!
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MARCH GENERAL GATHERING RECAP
Gail Lefebvre

ODCCW Recording Secretary

On Tuesday, March 17, 2026—St. Patrick’s Day--38 Orange Diocesan Council of Catholic Women

(ODCCW) members attended the ODCCW General Gathering at Holy Spirit parish in Fountain

Valley. The gathering began at 10:15 am with Carol Palmer, ODCCW President-Elect opening

with a welcome. Opening Prayer, Salute to the Cross, and Salute to the Flag were led by Pat

Martin, 2  Vice President of Spirituality. Gail Lefebvre, Recording Secretary read a gospel

reading by St. Mark of the paralytic man healed by Jesus. Together, everyone read “Prayer

Service for Lent” prayer. Nancy Castenholz, 2  Vice President of Service spoke of the success of

Box of Joy from this past December. Ida Pennella, Emeritus Advisor spoke of the St. Joseph

Novena.

nd

nd

Carol Palmer then introduced our guest speaker, Claire Frazier-Yzaguirre, who is an author and

marriage and family therapist. Being that it was St. Patrick’s Day, her topic was “Traveling with

St. Patrick this Lent—From Slave to Saint!” She spoke about St. Patrick who was born in England,

Scotland, or Wales around 390 A.D. He was captured by Irish pirates at the age of 16 and sold to

a king in Ireland who enslaved him for 6 years as a sheepherder. After being freed, he returned 

(March General Gathering Recap continued on next page)
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(March General Gathering Recap)

to England as a missionary. A fun fact: the first colors to symbolize Ireland were actually blue
and gold. In the 17  century, Irish independence supporters adopted the color green as a symbol
of rebellion against the English blue. Over the years, St. Patrick was transformed by God’s
merciful love.

th

At the end of her talk, Claire led the members to read together “The Breastplate of St. Patrick”
prayer. Followed by an Opportunity Drawing, Pat Martin announced 3 winners. Lunch was then
served and the gathering concluded around 12:30 pm.
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APRIL GENERAL GATHERING
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ODCCW 50  ANNIVERSARYTH

CELEBRATION & CONFERENCE
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ODCCW 50  ANNIVERSARY CONFERENCETH

KEYNOTE SPEAKER - ANNETTE HILLS

 Annette Hills is an Author, Catholic Evangelist, Inspirational Speaker, an
Award-Winning Recording Artist, and Songwriter. She has been featured
with an extensive interview article and display on the cover of the March
2024 International Edition of the Messenger of St. Anthony Magazine
which was distributed to 40,000 people worldwide.  
Annette is a Dame Grand Cross of the Equestrian Order of the Holy
Sepulchre of Jerusalem, and a motivational speaker for the Catholic
Speakers Organization. She started her ministry by presenting
performances for the elderly and disabled for ten years before she
started recording albums and becoming a cantor for liturgies. 

Annette’s book, NEW INSIGHT INTO SEEING THE HOLY  
SPIRIT AT WORK IN YOUR LIFE shares: How to have Better  

Discernment, Better Recognition of the Holy Spirit, and Better  
Understanding of the Will of God. Additional details and purchase  

 information may be found on her website www.annettehills.com and
on her  publisher author page:

enroutebooksandmedia.com/newinsight. 
Annette has also published three music albums and one spoken word  

album titled “The Rosary & Chaplet of Divine Mercy.” She recorded this
album with four priests  reciting the Rosary mysteries and with the

Most Reverend Bishop Kevin Vann reciting the  Chaplet. This Chaplet
has been broadcast anonymously on EWTN since 2017.
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PRAY FOR PRIESTS CALENDAR
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