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ODCCW Mission Statement 

To promote among our Catholic women a greater devotion to Christ and the Church, 
as we share the Blessed Mother's role of bringing others to Christ 

through spirituality, leadership, and service.
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Hope does not

disappoint, because

the love of God has

been poured out into

our hearts through

the holy Spirit that

has been given to us.

Romans 5:5



M A Y  2 0 2 6

MESSAGE FROM ODCCW’S PRESIDENT-ELECT
Carol Palmer

Dear Sisters, 

May is the month to celebrate our mothers, those special women in our lives who nurtured us and
helped shape us into the women we are. It is with this in mind that I think back to our April
General Meeting and the two moms in need that joined us for the day with their babies. What a
joy it was to see them and hear a bit of their stories! Our ladies did a great job 'mothering' them
a little bit and it was such a joy to see them begin their journey of motherhood. Please keep
them and all mothers in your prayers this month.

I look forward to seeing you all at our 50th Anniversary Celebration and Conference on May 19
at Christ Cathedral. I can't wait to hear Annette Hills share her story of seeing the Holy Spirit at
work in her life. Bishop Vann will also be in attendance so, don't miss it. 

Your board of directors will spend the summer planning for our meetings in the next fiscal year.
Please keep them in prayer and email them at info@odccw.org with any suggestions for
speakers, topics or locations for the year. 

Wishing you a blessed Easter filled with faith, peace, and the joy of Christ's resurrection. 

Yours in Christ, 

Carol
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APRIL GENERAL GATHERING RECAP
Gail Lefebvre

ODCCW Recording Secretary

On Tuesday, April 21, 2026, over 35 Orange Diocesan Council of Catholic Women (ODCCW)

members attended the ODCCW General Gathering at Santa Clara de Asis parish in Yorba Linda.

The gathering began with Carol Palmer, ODCCW President-Elect, opening with a welcome.

Opening Prayer, Salute to the Cross, Salute to the Flag, and an additional prayer were led by

Pat Martin, 1st Vice President of Spirituality. Pat Schaus spoke on behalf of Nancy Castenholz,

2  Vice President of Service, of the progress of Box of Joy. Carol Palmer reminded the

attendees that if they have a car they would like to donate, it would be most appreciated by

one of the seminarians. Ida Pennella, Emeritus Advisor, briefly made a few comments.

nd

Carol Palmer then introduced our guest speaker, Eric Summerfield, who is a deacon at Santa

Clara de Asis Parish. His topic was “Time, Talent, and Treasure”, and he spoke about his time

spent in Africa and Thailand and serving others. After graduating from Chapman University with

a business degree, he joined his family business in sales for 15 years. He mentioned that “the

doors kept opening for him to become a deacon”, and after much discernment, he and his wife

decided he would become a deacon at the age of 38. He has been a deacon for the last 5
(April General Gathering Recap continued on next page)
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(April General Gathering Recap)

years. During his presentation, he spoke of TIME: prayer, presence, and listening; TALENT:
wisdom, patience discernment, mentor, sharing about faith; and TREASURE: What can you give?
– More than money, - Emotional generosity, - Forgiveness, and -Encouragement. His talk was
very informative and greatly enjoyed by the attendees.

Following Deacon Eric’s talk, an Opportunity Drawing was held by Pat Martin; Pat announced 3
happy winners. Lunch was then served. During lunch, Megan Morris, Director of The Life Center
of Santa Ana spoke about the great services The Life Center provides to unwed mothers as well
as other family services. Megan invited 2 of the moms with their babies to briefly speak about
how The Life Center provided emotional support and needed baby supplies for them. The
ODCCW attendees were asked the previous month if they would kindly donate needed supplies
which they generously did! Megan’s SUV was filled to the brim with those gifts which she
promptly delivered to The Life Center after the meeting.
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ODCCW 50  ANNIVERSARYTH

CELEBRATION & CONFERENCE
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ODCCW 50  ANNIVERSARY CONFERENCETH

KEYNOTE SPEAKER - ANNETTE HILLS

 Annette Hills is an Author, Catholic Evangelist, Inspirational Speaker, an
Award-Winning Recording Artist, and Songwriter. She has been featured
with an extensive interview article and display on the cover of the March
2024 International Edition of the Messenger of St. Anthony Magazine
which was distributed to 40,000 people worldwide.  
Annette is a Dame Grand Cross of the Equestrian Order of the Holy
Sepulchre of Jerusalem, and a motivational speaker for the Catholic
Speakers Organization. She started her ministry by presenting
performances for the elderly and disabled for ten years before she
started recording albums and becoming a cantor for liturgies. 

Annette’s book, NEW INSIGHT INTO SEEING THE HOLY  
SPIRIT AT WORK IN YOUR LIFE shares: How to have Better  

Discernment, Better Recognition of the Holy Spirit, and Better  
Understanding of the Will of God. Additional details and purchase  

 information may be found on her website www.annettehills.com and
on her  publisher author page:

enroutebooksandmedia.com/newinsight. 
Annette has also published three music albums and one spoken word  

album titled “The Rosary & Chaplet of Divine Mercy.” She recorded this
album with four priests  reciting the Rosary mysteries and with the

Most Reverend Bishop Kevin Vann reciting the  Chaplet. This Chaplet
has been broadcast anonymously on EWTN since 2017.
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PRAY FOR PRIESTS CALENDAR
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